
Since we updated you on the Blue-throated Macaw (Ara glaucogularis) activities in
PsittaScene Vol 17 No 1 February 2005, we’re pleased to report several exciting new
developments.  The Wildlife Conservation Society (Bronx Zoo), which had a growing
group of Blue-throats at their breeding facility on St. Catherine’s Island off Georgia (USA),
kindly donated 15 of their birds to Steve Martin’s organisation Natural Encounters Inc. in
Florida.  You'll recall that our birds are already housed there at Natural Encounters and
Steve quickly constructed this impressive purpose-built facility nearby.  This second
building now houses both a group of 7 younger birds (visible in the middle of this photo),
as well as four pairs of breeding adults, each to the outside and visually isolated from one
another.  Apparently, they’re so delighted with the new facility that one of the pairs is
already deeply involved with their nest box and may already be on eggs.  Meanwhile the
WPT is persuing plans for a release in Bolivia.  We’re extremely grateful to have such
generous and long term support from Steve and his staff at Natural Encounters Inc.,
and we’re very excited that the Blue-throat population here has more than doubled!

WPT funds Phd research on Amazon parrots
By DR ANDREW BECKERMAN

Research on the Yellow-shouldered Amazon parrot (Amazona barbadensis) is set to increase this autumn as researchers at the University
of Sheffield, UK and the World Parrot Trust have joined together to support two PhD students working in Bonaire, an island off the
venezuelan coast.  In a scheme supported by the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC, UK), studentships in the UK can be

supported financially by partnerships with
NGO’s, charities and businesses (CASE
programme).  Drs. Andrew Beckerman and
Ben Hatchwell at Sheffield, and Dr. Jamie
Gilardi at the World Parrot Trust are set to
support two PhD students, Sam Williams and
Rowan Martin.  Sam has a degree in Ecology
from the University of Stirling and Rowan a
degree in Ecology from the University of East
Anglia.  Both have substantial experience
with a variety of avian based research
projects.  The two are set to investigate a
variety of aspects of Amazon parrot biology
including factors limiting nesting success and
habitat use, life history patterns, and
aspects of breeding and mate choice. Rowan Martin.Sam Williams.
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